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MARI NE CORPS ORDER 3710. 4A

From Comrandant of the Marine Corps
To: Di stribution List

Subj : WAI VERS TO DUTY | NVOLVI NG FLYI NG DENI ED ( DI FDEN)
Ref: (a) OPNAVI NST 3710.7S

1. Situation. The current policy on the issuance of waivers to DI FDEN st atus
is not consistent with the reference.

2. Mssion. To pronul gate changes to the policy on the issuance of waivers
to DI FDEN status as described in the reference.

3. Execution — Commander’s Intent and Concept of Operations.

a. Commander’s Intent.

Past DI FDEN wai ver requests, with favorabl e endorsenents fromthe
aircraft reporting custodi ans, were approved on a "not-to-interfere" basis.
The current policy contradicts the reference; hence this order provides
clarification on changes relative to waiver policy.

b. Concept of Operations. Effective inmediately:

(1) Al D FDEN wai vers shall be closely controlled and will be
consi dered on a case-hby-case basis.

(2) Per the reference, flight waivers nay be granted for a single
flight, a series of flights involving an exercise or test program or for
gaining famliarity with sel ected operati onal weapons systens and
procedures. Flight waivers may al so be granted on a tour basis where an
aviator’s flight experience may be utilized periodically during the duty
assignment. Particular attention will be placed on the aircrew needs of the
reporting aircraft custodian and in accordance with the reference.

(3) Flights conducted under DI FDEN wai ver status shall not exenpt
aircrew from Fl eet Repl acenent Squadron (FRS) refresher training as
prescribed in appropriate Training and Readi ness (T&R) publications, nor
shal |l they update the MCO currency date of last flight in nodel while in
DI FOPS status unless all required m nimums are achi eved.
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(4) Aircrew may be exenpted from FRS refresher training if the foll ow ng
conditions are net:

(a) OPNAV m ni mum annual and sem -annual flight time nmininmuns for the
12 nmonths prior to returning to Duty Involving Flight Operations (D FOPS)
st at us;

(b) performa mninmmof 50 percent of OPNAV mnimumflight time
requirenments in applicant’s fleet Type/Mddel/Series (T/MS) aircraft;

(c) OPNAV instrunment and NATOPS eval uation requirenents in
applicant’s T/MS aircraft.

(5) Conmands are not required to provide any flight tinme (including OPNAV
m ni muns) to aircrew on DI FDEN status. Flights are to be allowed on a not-to-
interfere basis only.

4. Adm nistration.

a. Docunentation

(1) Requests for waivers of DI FDEN status nust be forwarded to CMC
(ASM via chain of conmand. Applicants shall submt Admnistrative Action
Form (NAVMC 10274) and i ncl ude:

(a) current billet assignnent, Table of O ganization and |ine
nunber ;

(b) Aviation Service Entry Date (ASED) and cumul ati ve Operati ona
flight (OPFLY) tinme;

(c) the relevant type/nodel/series aircraft;

(d) aircraft custodian's RUC,

(e) justification/rationale for the request;

(f) a positive endorsenent fromthe applicant’s chain of conmmand,

(g) a positive endorsenent fromthe aircraft reporting custodian’s
chain of command, which will include a full explanation of the anticipated

frequency of flight and justification for flying the applicant.

b. Billet Justification. |f the above criteria is net, and nore than 5
flights per nonth are required for the perfornmance of the applicants
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duties, the applicant’s parent conmand shoul d consi der requesting a change
to the classification of the table of organization |line nunber from DI FDEN

t o DI FOPS.

5. Command and Si gnal .

a. Signal. This order cancels MCO 3710. 4.

b. Command. This Oder is applicable to the Marine Corps Reserve.

for Aviation
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